
 

 
EEI announces OG&E as Emergency Response Award recipient

  
LEFT: OG&E crews rebuilding Shawnee’s electric infrastructure following April 19’s damaging winds and tornadoes. 
RIGHT: OG&E crews work to restore power to Norman residents in February in the aftermath of significant storm 

damage near Highway 9 and NW 12th Ave.   
 
OKLAHOMA CITY (June 14, 2023) – Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company (OG&E), a subsidiary 
of OGE Energy Corp (NYSE: OGE), received two Edison Electric Institute (EEI) Emergency 
Response Awards for its response to tornadic events in Norman and Shawnee in 2023.  
 
The Emergency Response Awards recognize recovery and assistance efforts of electric 
companies following service disruptions caused by extreme weather or other natural events.  
 
“I am proud of our team’s great work in restoring power following these significant weather 
events and appreciate EEI’s recognition,” said Sean Trauschke, OGE Energy Corp. Chairman, 
President and CEO. “OG&E energizes life for the communities we serve, and we help our 
neighbors when we can. We appreciate the communities we serve each day for their support 
for our hard-working employees.” 
 
In February, severe storms moved through OG&E’s service area with significant wind damage in 
Norman, Shawnee, and portions of the Oklahoma City metro. More than 2,500 personnel 
restored service to homes and businesses following repairs to the grid, including replacing 
downed power lines, more than 350 broken power poles and other equipment attached to 
poles.  
   
In April, nearly 2,800 OG&E restoration personnel worked around the clock to energize 
customers across the service area, primarily in Shawnee, following extensive damage to the 
grid. At peak, there were 23,000 outages. Crews identified more than 600 broken power poles, 
110 damaged transmission structures, cross arms and other equipment attached to poles. The 
team had brought in additional crews to support extensive restoration efforts until every 



customer's power was back up and running. Thanks to the hard work of OG&E crews, power 
was restored to 70% of customers within 72 hours, and to all customers in less than a week. 
 
“Ensuring the safety of our customers, communities, and crews is our industry’s top priority. 
Safety is especially critical during severe storms and extreme weather events, such as 
hurricanes, tornadoes, and winter storms,” said EEI President and CEO Tom Kuhn. “I commend 
OG&E’s commitment to restoring service for its customers safely and efficiently under 
challenging conditions following the devastating tornadoes in both Norman and Shawnee. 
OG&E and its storm response team are extremely deserving of this national recognition, and I 
am honored to present them with this well-earned recovery award.” 
 
The winners were chosen by a panel of judges following an international nomination process, 
and the awards were presented during EEI’s summer Board of Directors and CEO meeting held 
earlier this week in conjunction with EEI 2023. 
 
 

### 
About Edison Electric Institute (EEI) 
 
EEI is the association that represents all U.S. investor-owned electric companies. Our members provide 
electricity for more than 235 million Americans, and operate in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. 
As a whole, the electric power industry supports more than 7 million jobs in communities across the 
United States. In addition to our U.S. members, EEI has more than 65 international electric companies, 
with operations in more than 90 countries, as International Members, and hundreds of industry 
suppliers and related organizations as Associate Members. 
 
About OG&E  

Oklahoma Gas and Electric Company, a subsidiary of OGE Energy Corp. (NYSE: OGE), is Oklahoma's 
largest electric company. For 121 years, we have provided customers in Oklahoma and western Arkansas 
with the safe, reliable electricity needed to power their businesses and homes with some of the nation's 
lowest electric rates, according to S&P Global Market Intelligence. Our employees are committed to 
generating and delivering electricity, protecting the environment, and providing excellent service to 
approximately 889,000 customers. OG&E’s 7,240 MW of electric generation capacity is fueled by natural 
gas, wind, low-sulfur coal, and solar. OG&E employees live, work, and volunteer in the communities we 
serve. For more information about OG&E, visit us at OGE.com, Facebook, LinkedIn and Instagram. 

 

Contact:   

OG&E Media Line: (405) 553-3616 or ogenews@oge.com  

EEI: Trace Scruggs, (202) 508-5229 

 

https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3249908-1&h=3440482263&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oge.com%2Fwps%2Fportal%2FSignIn%2F&a=OGE.com
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3249908-1&h=3886243613&u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fogepower&a=Facebook
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oge-energy-corp/
https://c212.net/c/link/?t=0&l=en&o=3249908-1&h=3026788173&u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.instagram.com%2Fogepower%2F%3Fhl%3Den&a=Instagram

